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TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9472 

CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 841 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDIP, US, VM 
SUBJECT: US-VIET RELATIONS 

1 . DURING AN INDONESIAN RECEPTION AUGUST 5, VIETNAMESE 
FIRST SECRETARY BUI VAN TANH ASKED EMBOFF TO COMMENT 
ON THE PRESENT STATE OF US- VIETNAMESE RELATIONS. EMBOFF 
GAVE THE STANDARD REPLY THAT WE WERE READY TO ESTABLISH 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BUT THAT WE WERE NOT PREPARED TO 
DISCUSS ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE AND WERE UNDER NO OBLIGATION 
TO FURNISH AID TO VIETNAM. TANH REPLIED THAT THE U.S. 

MUST GIVE AID TO VIETNAM BUT THAT THE QUESTIONS OF AID 
AND DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WERE SEPARATE ISSUES. 

2. TANH DID NOT GIVE THE IMPRESSION THAT HE WAS UNDER- 
TAKING ANY SORT OF FORMAL INITIATIVE. RATHER HE SIMPLY 
SEEMED TO BE EXPLAINING VIETNAMESE POLICY AS HE UNDER- 
STOOD IT. 

3. COMMENT: THE VIETNAMESE WITH WHOM WE HAVE TALKED 
LATELY HAVE BEEN UNUSUALLY FRIENDLY. HAVE EXPRESSED 

THE HOPE THAT THERE WOULD BE IMPROVEMENT IN OUR RELATION- 
SHIP. AND HAVE IMPLIED THAT THEY WERE WILLING TO BE FLEXIBLE 
ON THE QUESTION OF AID. HOWEVER. WHEN ASKED DIRECTLY 
THEY CONTINUE TO MAKE CLEAR THAT THEY STILL EXPECT 
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U.S. AID AS PART OF NORMAL RELATIONS. 
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